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UNCLAS STATE 131336 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, AG 

SUBJECT: PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE AT ALGERIAN PORTS 
REF: ALGIERS 1 156 

1. AMERICAN GREAT LAKES MEDITERRANEAN EASTBOUND FREIGHT 
CONFERENCE HAS RAISED ITS PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE FOR 
ALGERIAN PORTS TO 100 PERCENT. NORTH ATLANTIC MEDITERRANE- 
AN FREIGHT CONFERENCE, WHICH SERVES MEDITERRANEAN PORTS 
FROM NORFOLK AND U.S. EAST COAST PORTS NORTH OF NORFOLK, 
MAINTAINS A 20 PERCENT CONGESTION SURCHARGE FOR ALGERIAN 
PORTS. FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION (FMC) IS QUESTIONING 
AMERICAN GREAT LAKES MEDITERRANEAN EASTBOUND CONFERENCE 
ON LARGE DISPARITY IN THESE TWO SURCHARGES, AND DEPARTMENT 
WILL INFORM EMBASSY ALGIERS OF RESULTS OF FMC'S INQUIRIES. 

2. DEPARTMENT WILL ANSWER QUESTIONS PARA 2 REFTEL CONCERN- 
ING MAIL AND POUCHES IN LATER CABLE. KISSINGER 
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